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New town takes
shape

A new draft masterplan for Northstowe will go on show

later this month and joint promoters English Partnerships and
Gallagher are asking for the views of local communities to help
shape the final plans for the country’s newest town.

This latest masterplan takes on board the principles of
Northstowe now established by the publication of the binding
independent Inspectors’ reports on South Cambridgeshire
District Council’s planning policies for the new town.

Above all, Northstowe is being designed as a high quality
place for future generations to live, work, relax and play.
Sustainability will be a crucial element of the new town driven
by climate change and the need to create a community of
high-energy efficiency and low carbon emissions. Water
efficiency and waste minimisation are inherent in the design of
the new town, as are large areas of open space for recreation,
sport and leisure.

The new plans recognise the importance of not only
preserving the character of the neighbouring villages of
Longstanton and Oakington by including areas of green
open space between the villages and the new town, but also
incorporating elements of the natural and historical features of
the site in the Northstowe masterplan.

In total, there are 9,500 homes proposed for Northstowe by
English Partnerships and Gallagher, providing a full range of
housing types. A significant proportion of the homes will be
for key workers, first-time buyers, shared ownership and those
on low incomes to help meet the local need for affordable
housing.
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The new town’s parameters have now been set in terms of
its location and size, and English Partnerships, Gallagher and
South Cambridgshire District Council have consulted widely
with local communities and other stakeholders over recent

years.

Now that the Council’s Area Action Plan for Northstowe and
the Core Strategy have been defined, it is time to invite
comment on the new draft masterplan from not only the local
communities around Northstowe, but also from those who at
some time in the future may become residents of this highly
sustainable and innovative new town.

Later this year, new planning applications for Northstowe will
be prepared and submitted to South Cambridgeshire District
Council. To help shape the final masterplan, the public are
invited to view and comment on the latest proposals. This is
still early in the process and public comments will be very
important.

A series of drop-in exhibitions have been organised at the end
of June at various locations around the Northstowe area and

in Cambridge City. Representatives from English Partnerships,
Gallagher and members of the project team will be on hand to
explain the plans and answer questions. Feedback comment
forms will be available at the exhibitions.

Saturday 30th June Cambridge City Centre Guildhall
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How and why
the Northstowe
proposals have
changed

The selection of the site for Northstowe was first agreed as
part of the approved County Structure Plan, in 2003. In 2005,
Gallagher submitted a planning application for Northstowe
and earlier this year South Cambridgeshire District Council
received the binding Inspectors’ reports on its planning
framework for the new town.

In recent years, an increasing awareness of the impact of
climate change has placed sustainability at the heart of the
political agenda at the national, regional and local level and
this has led to the involvement of English Partnerships as the
national regeneration agency.

In partnership, Gallagher and English Partnerships have
reappraised Northstowe as an exemplar sustainable
community. At the same time, the need for new housing in
the Cambridge sub-region has continued.

This has meant a rethink of the masterplan to accord with
emerging policy, to address the challenges of climate
change and to take into consideration the valuable
information learnt from the workshops and consultations
undertaken in recent years.

The vision and development principles for Northstowe as
a sustainable, innovative and vibrant community remain
unchanged, but the shape, size and form of the new
town have now evolved in response to the changing
environment.

As a town of 9,500 homes, Northstowe will be designed
across three new neighbourhood districts, each having its
own distinctive character set beside green seams of open
space.

Neighbourhood districts will be linked along public
transport and pedestrian-cycle routes and will offer a range
of local services, such as primary school, convenience store
and community facilities.

Residential areas will provide a wide choice of energy-
efficient homes as apartments, town houses or detached
homes. Overall, the densities will average 45 homes per
hectare with higher densities in the town centre where the
buildings will be as high as five and six storeys.

Many of the homes will be affordable to meet the local
requirement for key workers and those on low incomes. A
proportion will be for rent through housing associations and
for shared-ownership to help first-time home buyers. The
number of affordable homes will be determined through the
masterplanning process.

Learning in Northstowe will sustain Cambridgeshire’s highest
standards of child and youth education and will provide every
opportunity for adult and community learning.

There will be a secondary school and up to six primary
schools to serve the children of the community and a post-16
learning facility.

The schools’ facilities will be designed for shared community
activities and adult learning outside normal school use and
every school will have access to open space for sports and
recreation.






